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Analysis of the short story “Hills Like White Elephants”
The short story “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway has exhaustion; the use of symbols in the story symbolism deals with using an object to represent a specific idea. The first symbol in the story is that of a white elephant. The parties of the white elephant in the office indeed are a new tradition, but it has been for an extended period of time. Historically, the white elephant was given as a form of a gift that had no value to the people who were being appreciated. This mostly happened if the usefulness of the item was concealed by the cost incurred on its upkeep. The American, who is the husband of the girl, termed the pregnancy as a gift of a white elephant. This is seen through his effort to ensure that the girl has aborted. 
The second symbol is having the presence of the white elephant in a room. The statement, " Avoid the elephant in the room," indicates that a scenario where one can fail to comment on the obvious or a grave topic.  The girl is ready to nurture her pregnancy, but in her dialogue with her husband, she does not want to discuss it, she tells him, "Would you please please please please please please please stop talking. This shows that although she values her pregnancy, she is not ready to talk about it with her husband, the American. 
             
The other symbol is the use of the railway station in the story. The rail station is serving a very important purpose in the story because it shows that one should make grave decisions just like the ones made at the railway station. The fact that it is isolated, it is reflecting the loneliness of the girl, no matter the interference of her husband. 
               The last symbol is on the landscape. The use of rugged landscapes is a very important thematic feature in this story. The author compares the sides of the track where on one side there are no trees and shade; the author says, "there was no shade and no trees on the contrary,  the other side of the track is covered with trees and grains, "were fields of grain and trees along the bank of the Ebro". The show of the contrast between the fertile and the barren land on opposite sides of the tracks is a symbol of the consequences of the decision that was made by the girls. Although the girl is happy with the pregnancy on her side, the man is not happy at all with her pregnancy, and he wants her to abort.
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